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Ragamala is a non-profit 501c(3) organization that has brought the best in South Asian performing arts to the Puget 
Sound region since 1981.  We seek to foster understanding and appreciation of these art forms through our activities. 
Ragamala is a community based volunteer group, whose members contribute annually to sustain the activities of the 
organization. Contributions come in the form of money, and equally significantly, in form of volunteer services which 
make Ragamala's activities feasible. 
Over the years, Ragamala has developed many links with partner organizations throughout our community, and 
throughout the US and Canada.   Locally, our collaborations have included joint productions and presentations with 
the Ethnomusicology Program at the University of Washington, Town Hall Seattle, the Seattle Center, Seattle Art Mu-
seum, Pratidhwani, and Earshot Jazz.  Ragamala has featured the work of visiting artists from abroad, as well as some 
performers who are resident in North America. 
Over the last quarter century, Ragamala has presented over 250 performances of high artistic quality, and has been 
the driving force behind several festivals, including its signature annual Utsav festival in the fall.   We have been gen-
erously supported in the past by grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Seattle Arts Commission, and 
the King County Arts Commission, as well as by gift-matching programs sponsored by the Boeing Company, Microsoft 
and various other corporations in our area.   Sustaining memberships, however, continue to make up the bulk of our 
financial support. 
Ragamala's life blood continues to be its volunteer and member base.  Today Ragamala maintains a membership 
base of about 160, and continues to draw sizeable audiences to its programs.   Most importantly Ragamala continues 
to offer world class artistic experiences to its audiences at very low cost.  We welcome you to join our family as we 
chart our artistic course into the 21st century! . For more information, visit www.ragamala.org 

 
     

Dear Ragamala members and friends,  

I would like to welcome all of you to Utsav 2009, and thank you for your continu-
ing support of the performing arts, by both your presence and contribu-
tions.  During the next three days, you will have an opportunity to witness and 
enjoy the vibrant creative energy that is present in our community.  wŀƎŀƳŀƭŀΩǎ 
efforts to encourage and promote the advancement and visibility of traditional 

South Asian performing arts by artists from Washington State and beyond, fits 
extremely well with our mission statement.  Many of the artists are performing for 

Utsav audience for the first time.  

It is thanks to the urging of attendees and participants of past Utsavs, along with the discovery of talented 
new performers, that we are continuing this great new tradition. Credit of a successful Utsav should go to 
wŀƎŀƳŀƭŀΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭƭȅ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ  For us to continue 
serving the community we need your on-going support in future.  I appeal to all of you to consider joining 
Ragamala as a sustaining member.  If you are already a member, thank you!  Your sustaining dues and contri-
butions help us keep South Asian performing arts alive in Seattle, and also survive on a long-term basis in our 
larger community.  

Sincerely,  

Mohan Khandekar   

President, Ragamala 



Friday October 30th at East Shore Unitarian Church,Bellevue 

Time Artist Accompanist(s) 

7:30 PM to 8:15 PM Anjali Joshi - Santoor Chaz Hastings (tabla) 

8:30 PM to 9:15 PM Daibashish Gangopadhyay - Hindustani Flute Manoj Biswas (tabla) 

9:30 PM to 10:15 PM Vibhuti Kavishwar - Hindustani Vocal Dr. Sharad Gadre (harmonium) 

Manoj Biswas (tabla) 

Saturday October 31st at Kirkland Performance Center , Kirkland 

11:00 AM to 11:45 AM Lakshmi Sanjay - Bharatanatyam Dance Preetha Babu (nattuvangam) 

Dr. Sanjay Subramanian (vocal) 

12:00 PM to 12:45 PM Saloni Parikh - Bharatanatyam Dance  

12:45 PM to 1:45 PM Lunch Break 

1:45 PM to 2:30PM Aimée Machiels - Odissi Dance  

3:00 PM to 3:45 PM Ashim Bhaumik - Folk Music Anjali Joshi (harmonium) 

Daibashish Gangopadhyay (flute) 

Manoj Biswas (tabla) 

4:00 PM to 5:00PM Dr. Manjushree Kherde - Hindustani Vocal Mohan Khandekar (harmonium) 

Abhijit Kherde (tabla) 

5:30 PM to 6:30PM Farah Yasmeen Shaikh - Kathak Dance Dr. Sharad Gadre (harmonium) 

Ben Kunin (sarod) 

Javad Butah (tabla) 

6:30 PM to 8:00PM  Dinner Break 

8:00 PM to 10:00PM Rukmini Vijayakumar - Bharatanatyam Dance  

Sunday November 1st at East Shore Unitarian Church, Bellevue 

3:00 PM to 3:45 PM Priya Raghav - Carnatic Vocal Nagaraj Mandya (violin) 

Ramesh Srinivasan (mridangam) 

4:00 PM to 4:45 PM Archana Bennur - Carnatic Vocal Nagaraj Mandya (violin) 

Ramesh Srinivasan (mridangam) 

5:00 PM to 5:45 PM Ashok Kumara - Carnatic Vocal V. R. Sridharan (vocal) 

Ramesh Srinivasan (mridangam) 

5:45 PM to 7:30 PM Dinner Break 

7:30 PM to 8:15 PM Raman Iyer - Carnatic Violin Ramesh Srinivasan (mridangam) 

8:30PM to 9:30 PM Gayathri Satya - Carnatic Vocal Nagaraj Mandya (violin) 

Ramesh Srinivasan (mridangam) 

Utsav 2009 Schedule 



Farah Yasmeen Shaikh - Kathak Dance 
Dr. Sharad Gadre (harmonium), Ben Kunin (sarod) 

Javad Butah (tabla) 

Kirkland Performance Center 

Saturday October 31st , 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM 

Farah Yasmeen Shaikh has been trained by internationally 
renowned Kathak master, Pandit Chitresh Das, since 
1996. Her performance experience includes six tours 
with the Chitresh Das Dance Company throughout India, 
as well as numerous lecture demonstrations, home 
season presentations and tours, including an appear-
ance in the American Dance Festival in 2004. In 2007, 
Farah performed her first traditional Kathak solo in San 
Francisco.  Since then, she has done solo performances 
in Mumbai and throughout the U.S., in Boston, Los 

Angeles, New York City and Washington DC. In 2006, 
Farah was awarded a CA$H Grant as well as an Apprentice-

ship Grant from the Alliance for California Traditional Arts.  
She currently holds a Shenson Performing Arts Fellowship, 

awarded to her by the San Francisco Foundation, based on her 
artistic merit and her potential for future excellence and impact in 

the field of Kathak dance. She also serves as a senior instructor at the 
Chhandam School of Kathak in the Bay Area. 

Gayathri Satya - Carnatic Vocal 
Nagaraj Mandya (violin), Ramesh Srinivasan 

(mridangam) 

East Shore Unitarian Church, Bellevue 

Sunday, November 1st, 8:30 PM to 9:30 PM 

Gayathri started learning vocal Carnatic music at the age of 
7 from Shri. Manakkal S. Rangarajan. Learning all the 

basics and many krithis from under him and his brother 
Shri.Manakkal S. Natarajan, she came under the tutelage 

of Sangeetha Bhooshanam Shri. O. V. Subrahmanyam 
for her advanced training. Ably guided by him, Gayathri 

learnt many rare krithis,  subtlety and nuances in 
Carnatic music and also to how to perform concerts. 

Gayathri learnt the art of singing ragam, tanam, pallavi  
from Smt. S. Sowmya. She is presently under the guid-
ance of Sangeetha Kalanidhi Smt. R. Vedavalli. Gayathri 

has performed in many of the leading sabhas in India and 
has performed for All India Radio, Chennai and TV Channels 
in Bangalore. She has also performed extensively in the USA. 

Her CD album "Bhakthi Rasa" is very popular among the 
Carnatic music rasikas in the USA.  She has recently released an 

audio CD album, "Gaana Maaduryam",  that focuses on therapeutic 
ragams to relax the mind and soul. 

Utsav 2009 Artists 



Utsav 2009 Artists 

Dr. Manjushree Kherde - Hindustani Vocal 
Mohan Khandekar (harmonium), Abhijit Kherde (tabla) 

Kirkland Performance Center 

Saturday October 31st , 4 PM to 5 PM 

Born in a musical family, Manjushree started her study of 
vocal music with her grandfather, Pt. B. N. Kshirsagar, a 

disciple of two famous Gwalior gharana masters, Pt. 
Krishnarao Shankar Pandit and Pt. Rajabhaiyya 

Poonchwale.  She continued her studies under the 
guidance of her father, Dr. D. B. Kshirsagar and elder 

brother Deepak Kshirsagar.  After her marriage, Manju-
shree moved to Pune, where she was accepted as a 

disciple by Dr. Prabha Atre, well known for her mastery 
of tonalities. Her repertoire extends to several genres:  

khayal, thumri, tappa, bhajan etc. Manjushree has 
performed at venues in India and abroad, including 

recitals at the Sangati Center, San Franscisco; Kalakendra, 
Portland; the Fine Arts Association of Arizona; and the 

Phoenix Metro Maharashtra Mandal.  In addition, she holds 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ  ƻŦ ά{ŀƴƎŜŜǘ ±ƛǎƘŀǊŀŘέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ƪƘƛƭ .ƘŀǊŀǘƛȅŀ 

Gandharva Mahavidyalaya, and Ph.D. from the University of 
Jodhpur, Rajasthan, which she earned with a thesis on the history of 

the musicians of Rajasthan, which has been published as a book.  

Rukmini Vijayakumar - Bharatanatyam Dance 
Kirkland Performance Center 

Saturday October 31st , 8 PM to 10 PM 

Rukmini was initiated into the study of Bharatanatyam and 
ballet 18 years ago by Guru Padmini Rao, a teacher of the 
Tanjore tradition of Bharatanatyam and later continued 
under Guru late Smt. Narmada, recipient of the Sangeet 
Natak Academy Award. She has performed as a soloist in 
several prestigious dance events, such as the Khajuraho 
Festival , the Kalidas Samaroha in Ujjain, and the 
Natyanjali in Chidambaram. Among Indian dancers of 
this stature, Rukmini is perhaps the only dancer who has 
also seriously studied western dance. She holds a BFA 
degree in Dance (Modern and Ballet) from The Boston 
Conservatory, being the first Indian to graduate with a 
Dance degree from this renowned institution.  She has 

also extensively studied Laban movement analysis, the 
Alexander technique of dance, as also Yoga and Pilates.  

She has studied acting at the Boston Conservatory and later 
at the Film Academy in Los Angeles, from which she holds a 

Certificate in Acting.  Her study of these varied disciplines 
enables her to bring a joyous air of athleticism and fluidity to her 

classical Bharatanatyam performances, and allows her to interpret 
many traditional pieces in a refreshingly expressive way.  She has also 

ǎǘŀǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ¢ŀƳƛƭ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά.ƻƳƳŀƭŀǘǘŀƳΩΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ bŀƴŀ tŀǘŜƪŀǊ 
and Arjun Sarja. 


